The Cracking
of Kings

A tactical autopsy of the India
vs. England semi-final clash.

Analyzing the psychological shifts,
execution blunders, and the 254-run
chase that pushed the undefeated
champions to the brink.
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India entered the semi-final burdened by the expectation
of an immaculate tournament record
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The Burden of the Crown

Pre-match hype created an
atmosphere where the trophy
was seemingly already India’s
to lose. The prevailing internal
and external sentiment was:

The Unpredictable
Challenger

England arrived with a ‘chalk and
cheese’ World Cup campaign,
relying on disruption rather than
consistency to challenge the
heavy favorites.

'We are the best team in the
world, and unbeaten in this
tournament, with immaculate T20
record! So hand over the trophy
to us, we are the King of T20.




England reverted to franchise-style bowling without a
cohesive strategy for the pitch

The Core Failure

England’s bowlers operated as if playing standard IPL or
franchise matches, entirely lacking a specific tactical
strategy to counter Sanju Samson and the Indian top order.

Execution Errors

- Failed to hit the pitch effectively.
- Did not utilize their height to extract bounce.

- Repeated the exact same mistakes over after over without
adapting.
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Strategic Blind Spots

Ignored the pitch's demands for hard lengths and variance,
relying instead on predictable, wide deliveries that were

easily exploited, demonstrating a lack of real-time game
awareness.
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A dropped catch in the third over unleashed a
catastrophic 139-run punishment

Over 14:

139 Runs The Damage

Done

The Catalyst The Impact The Leadership Vacuum

Captain Harry Brook drops an easy Samson ruthlessly capitalizes, Following the error, Brook's

catch from Sanju Samson at mid-on anchoring a massive 139-run captaincy became visibly passive,

in the 3rd over. partnership before finally being waiting for things to happen rather
dismissed in the 14th over. than taking the initiative.
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The mathematical reality of chasing 254
forced veteran players into sudden panic

27 b

—

Over 0 Over 6
(Powerplay)
Required Run Rate from Ball One Jos Buttler's Innings

1. The Impossible Target 2. The Veteran’s Panic 3. The Error
Chasing 254 demands flawless execution Jos Buttler, typically the most experienced Batting as if desperate to 'get out of the
and extreme luck. The pressure T20 player capable of anchoring a chase, situation asap,' Buttler threw his wicket
immediately impacted decision-making. failed to keep his head down. away with an irresponsible shot on the

penultimate ball of the powerplay,

squandering his vital role as an opener.
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India’s body language unraveled after the tenth over
despite defending a mammoth total

The Shift

Despite defending 253, a palpable
psychological shift occurred post-
10th over. The team 'smelled
something fishy' and grew visibly
uncomfortable.

Tactical Breakdown

Bowlers became highly erratic. For
the first time, both pace and spin
regularly bowled much wider
outside off-stump.

The Rattled Kings

Almost every Indian player looked
rattled and agitated, with their egos
visibly bruised by the English
counter-attack.
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Two contrasting mindsets defined India’s time
in the field under extreme pressure

The Panicked Bowler: Varun Chakravarthy The Calm Anchor: Sanju Samson

- Experienced the worst time on the field. - The only player who maintained complete composure.

- His bowling was actively slaughtered—ironically mirroring - Actively managed the crisis from behind the stumps,
the exact treatment Samson had given Jofra Archer earlier. frequently walking up to bowlers mid-over to calm their

- Visibly in disbelief at how his variations were dismantled. nerves.
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Bethell and Jacks used the crease intelligently
to exploit the widening bowling lines

The Counter-Attack m

Jacob Bethell stepped in as
England’s hope was fading,
forging a vital, momentum-shifting | W
partnership with Will Jacks. :

Toying with the Attack

The duo grew so confident that
they appeared to be in an internal
competition to score runs.

Tactical Execution ~ =
They capitalized on India’s erratic
wide lines by using their crease v ¥
cleverly, shifting positions to open I'n
up angles and find gaps regularly.
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Bethell walked a road to destiny reminiscent of Glenn
Maxwell but struggled with strike rotation

Maxwell vs. Afghanistan

Bethell vs. India

(ODI WC 2023) (T20 WC 2024)
Mindset against
e J Fearless J Fearless
Strike Rotation Protected Exposed
Management Partners Tail-enders
The Unflinched Challenger The Crucial Difference The Error

The rising required run-rate usually trickles

down heavily on batsmen, but Bethell was
completely unflinched. His fearless knock
echoed Glenn Maxwell's epic 200 against
Afghanistan in the 2023 ODI World Cup.

lack of experience showed.

While Maxwell brilliantly managed the
strike to protect his partners, Bethell's

Bethell repeatedly allowed Sam
Curran to face the start of overs,
stalling the critical momentum
needed to achieve the impossible.
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A critical batting order error derailed the final
phase of England’s chase

Path A

,— Sam Curran

-

Next Batter
Decision

Enters
2&&***" - - N
PathB "*~.. . . _ > Jamie Overton
(Alternative) Enters
The Misstep

C
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Sending Sam Curran in higher up the order.
While an excellent finisher, he should have been held back.

The Cost: Curran stalled at the
crease for 4 vital overs, scoring
only 18 runs before being
dismissed in the 19th over.

The Missed Advantage: Jamie
Overton should have been
promoted ahead of Curran to
establish a crucial left/right-han

ded

batting combination to disrupt the

Indian bowlers.
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India survived the psychological test as England’s
late-stage magic finally ran out

The Kings cracked,
but the fortress held.

The Final Verdict: By the time Curran was dismissed in the 19th over,
the required run rate had escalated beyond recovery.

Too Little, Too Late: It was simply too late for Bethell or the lower order to conjure any remaining magic.

The Takeaway: India’s massive first-innings total ultimately insulated them
from their own second-innings psychological unraveling.
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Strategic adjustments can secure India’s tactical
future against aggressive run chases

y

Replace the
All-Rounder

Shivam Dube is an excellent
batsman but a very ordinary
bowler. India must replace
him with a specialist like
Rinku Singh.
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Shufile the Top
Order

Optimize the opening pair by
having Ishan Kishan open
alongside Sanju Samson,
allowing Abhishek to drop into
the number three slot.

)

Hold the Spin
Strategy

Despite the slaughter he
faced, the bowling lineup
should remain unchanged.
Varun Chakravarthy's
variables still offer a better
tactical option than reverting
to the wrist spin of Kuldeep
Yadav.
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